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1934 to 1936 one-third of their gross receipts was
paid to the farmers by the State.
The result of these and similar measures was that
at the outbreak of war in 1939 the Dutch economic
system was one of controlled capitalism. There was
general regimentation by state authorities. This new
system brought with it inevitable changes in the
structure of industry, especially a tendency to con-
centration in the hands of large fkms. It mitigated,
though it did not solve, the problem of unemploy-
ment. On the whole it brought the Dutch through
the period of crisis with their economy sound and
capable of recovery, but at the price of hardships
similar to those which Great Britain had to endure in
the same period. The Dutch were able to achieve so
much while at the same time avoiding acute social
strife because their democratic system of government
responded to the demands made upon it.
Social Structure
The Dutch nation was socially and politically
sounder than any of its continental neighbours; and
this soundness had deep roots in history and tradition,
Holland, like England, was a business nation, with a
rich inheritance of culture and public spirit.
Although there was no hereditary element in the
legislature, there was a nobility, but it was neither
feudal nor plutocratic. Among the five or six hundred
families which enjoy hereditary titles there are a few
with ancient countships of the Holy Roman Empire,
and a few higher titles have been created by the
Dutch Crown; but the majority have the title of
Jonkheer which, like the others, descends to all the
sons of each of its holders, not, like English titles,
only to the eldest son. This title was given, when the
Kingdom of the Netherlands was formed in 1814, to